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	Empowering the LGBT religious community worldwide
 

Rev. Kimindu reports on Other Sheep East Africa 2009
Help sponsor Rev. Kimindu to MCC General Conference 2010 

 

Rev. Kimindu to speak at 4th Africa Conference on Sexual Health and Human Rights 
 
 

Denkross' Life in Uganda: The Blog of Other Sheep Uganda Chairperson Wamala Dennis Mawejje 


 
Changing Attitude Blog on Uganda and the Anglican Communion
 Photos by Steve Parelli 2008            
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Above photo:  Rev. Michael Kimindu
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Above photo:  Wamala Dennis Mawejje
 

Dear Other Sheep Friend,
 

Wow!  What a fantastic year -- 2009 -- for Rev. Michael Kimindu.  Rev. Kimindu, an Anglican Priest and Changing Attitude spokesperson in Kenya, is an MCC Pastor in Nairobi and Other Sheep Coordinator for Other Sheep East Africa.

 

His report of his 2009 activities is the featured content of this issue.  Be mindful, all Other Sheep Coordinators are volunteers.  I believe the only financial gift Rev. Kimindu received in 2009 from Other Sheep was a small amount to help him visit Other Sheep Uganda.  All other Other Sheep East Africa costs have, to my knowledge, been covered by him.

 

Perhaps you could show your appreciation to Rev. Kimindu by considering a gift of any size towards his scholarship to attend the MCC (Metropolitan Community Church) 2010 General Conference.  The MCC General Conference occurs once every three years.  Rev. Kimindu is the founder and pastor of a young MCC church in Nairobi, Kenya.

 

May God continue to bless Other Sheep and her allies and friends in East Africa.  Thank you for your support.

 

Rev. Steve Parelli

Executive Director of Other Sheep

www.othersheepexecsite.com 

Clergy credentials:  MCC
Rev. Parelli is a member of  

MCCNY and The Riverside Church (American Baptist & UCC)
Featured Report
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Regional Coordinator's Other Sheep East Africa Report 2009
By Rev. Michael Kimindu, Coordinator for OSEA  

 

This report covers the East Africa Other Sheep regional Coordinator's activities from January 1 to December 31, 2009.  Following the report, Rev. Kimindu comments on certain African countries where Other Sheep is present to some degree. 

 

Rev. Kimindu, an Anglican Priest and Changing Attitude spokesperson in Kenya, is an MCC Pastor in Nairobi and Other Sheep Coordinator for Other Sheep East Africa. 

Kimindu 2009 Report - First Quarter:  January - March, 2009.
  

March  11th  Networking meeting with Liverpool Voluntary Counseling and Testing  Center Staff. Introduced Other Sheep and was given access to services for Other Sheep members should need arise.  LVCT is interested in seeing the work of Other Sheep grow especially the area of Sex,  Marriage and HIV/AIDS (SEMA) Seminars.

March 30th  Networking meeting with Gay Activists Alliance International and Kenya Office.  We agreed to work together.

Kimindu 2009 Report - Second Quarter:  April - June, 2009
  

April - May  I personally  visited Uganda and empowered our Other Sheep Uganda committee and allies after the public Family Life Network misrepresentations of LGBTI and their myths on a faith-cure of homosexuality stirred up the religious and political community to new heights of antagonism and persecution against LGBTI Ugandans.

May 17th  Presented paper on Religion's Contribution to Homophobia to mark IDAHO 2009 (International Day Against Homophobia) at GALCK Hqs, Nairobi, Kenya.

May 31st   Joined Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz by prayer upon Steve's MCC (Metropolitan Community Church) Ordination, MCCNY.

Kimindu 2009 Report - Third Quarter:  July - September, 2009
  

July 3rd  Attended National Aids Control  Council (NACC)to discuss the Inclusion of MSM (men who have sex with men) health needs in the National Strategic Plan.  Made contacts with Kisumu, Kenya, LGBTI group.

July 9th  Met with Uhai Eashri to discuss funding for OSEA (Other Sheep East Africa) activities.

July 21st  Attended a meeting with Kenya Anglican Men's Association (KAMA) and introduced OSEA (Other Sheep East Africa). They will invite OS (Other Sheep) to inform and educate them on what the Bible says and does not say about Homosexuality. 

 

 

August.4th  Held an introductory meeting with Research Africa Project at FEBA Radio office. Discussion on human rights for LGBTI People.

August 11th Rev. Henry Mayor of Changing Attitude England(Manchester)arrived on his way to Nyanza Diocese of Bondo for seminars on human sexuality. I would later join him (OSEA - Other Sheep East Africa). 

August 22nd  Presented a paper on homophobia at Other Sheep Kenya seminar in Nairobi.

 

September 8th  Visited the new Anglican Archbishop to introduce OSEA. Good reception by the Archbishop and received assurance of good working relationship with his office. He said he was listening to the church locally and internationally regarding debate on human sexuality.

September 9th  Meeting with Coordinator of Kenya Network of Religious Leaders Living with or affected by AIDS.(KENERELA).To discuss networking with OSEA in helping churches to reduce stigma, shame, denial, discrimination, inaction and mis-action (SSDDIM) with regards to HIV and LGBTI. Important point to note:  Archbishop Emeritus Benjamin Nzimbi is the Patron, and I am their consultant on religion and LGBTI Issues.
September 11th  Hosted Henry Mayor from Kisumu coming to meet Anna Booth, a transgender woman who was joining him for further seminars in Nyanza.  I would be in company.

September 12th  Anna Booth arrived. She addressed an LGBTI gathering at GALCK Hqs at 2-4pm. It was very informative and exciting.

September 16th  Departed Nairobi with Henry Mayor and Anna Booth for Kisumu via Nakuru and Kericho to meet an ally and LGBTI persons.  Deo was our Kericho contact.

September 18th- 23rd  Hosted by an ally who is a clergy widow in Nyanza.

September 23rd  Introduced OSEA to the Bishop and clergy of Maseno South Diocese where Henry Mayor and Anna Booth spoke. It was an eye opener to all. To see and hear from a transgender woman whom God brought to Kenya. It was like when we saw and heard from a gay couple in 2007 (Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz).

Same day in the evening, Anna Booth and I met 8 LGBTI people in Kisumu.

September 27th Visited Maseno High School for Sunday Service.  I preached to the students and teachers on Other Sheep. I am an alumni of the school (1970-73). It was exciting to tell what an "old boy" of the school was involved in.  After the sermon, the principal stood to give thanks, but was homophobic. He believes homosexuality can be cured medically.  We are following up with him.

September 29th We left Kisumu for Nairobi at night stopping at Kericho. In the late afternoon, Anna Booth and I spoke to a girls' school and in the evening we all met 10 gays at the guest house led by Deo.

Kimindu 2009 Report - Fourth Quarter:  October - December 2009
  

October 1st  We attended an AGM  for International Network for Religious Leaders Living with or affected by Aids (INERELA)and introduced ourselves and our organizations.  In the afternoon we visited St. Paul's University and met three of the teachers including the Deputy Vice Chancellor herself an ally.

October 3rd  Peter Wanyama a gay man who is our OS-Kenya Treasurer was attacked and hurt by homophobic  relatives. He came to my house at 6am on the 4th and I took him to the hospital and he was treated. (See Other Sheep's report as copied to Anglican Changing Attitude Blog.) I later sought accommodations for him and Fabian his partner at the GAA Kenya House.  It was encouraging to see how friends of OS responded to OSEA at this hour of need.  Peter is well and safe.  We are grateful to all who helped in any way.
October 27th  Visited Bishop Kitonga's office to talk about evangelicals and the Anti-Homosexual Bill of Uganda.The Secretary assured me the bishop would call me. This has never come about.

November 30th  Interview with the Daily Nation newspaper on lgbti and the draft constitution of Kenya.

November 9th  Wrote and distributed an essay on Uganda bill to various evangelical leaders.

November 20th   Attended Transgender Day activity at GALCK Hqs. Talked about the value of Spirituality.

November 21st Attended and addressed a  UMC -PFLAG meeting in Nairobi.

December 1st  Held a meeting with Open Society Officials and later marked World Aids Day at Riruta UMC (United Methodist Church).   Open Society showed interest in partnering with OS Other Sheep).

December 10th-12th  Facilitated LGBTI Human Rights Seminar in Nakuru.  Many Pastors and Muslim leaders requested more information and education on Human Sexuality (OSK, Other Sheep Kenya).

December 16th KENERELA Breakfast to discuss Divine and Medical healing especially for HIV.

Rev. Kimindu on KENYA 2009
  

Kenya National Draft Constitution
In mid October the Committee of Experts released to the public a draft of the new Kenya constitution for scrutiny and recommendations.

After reading through it, it emerged that Sexual Minorities were not explicitly mentioned. I and my views have been presented to the Committee along with others.  It is the hope of OSEA (Other Sheep East Africa) that the final copy will act favorably upon our recommendations, making Kenya a country that honors all citizens.

Other Sheep Kenya Registration
 

Rev. John Makokha, Other Sheep Coordinator for Kenya, has launched the registration of OSK but the process is slow for obvious reasons, nonetheless, the lawyer is making progress and has assured us it will happen.

Rev. Kimindu on UGANDA 2009
 
Anti-Homosexual sentiment in Uganda raised by the Family Life Network - I travelled to Uganda 

 

In the first part of the year, a group calling itself Family Life Network was in Uganda spreading falsehood, saying that homosexuality can be cured through prayer etc.  Some people claimed they were cured.  Worst of all, they claimed having been recruited into homosexuality by our well known LGBTI People.  This made life very difficult for our members and the community in general.  I travelled to Uganda and had a meeting with Other Sheep Uganda, a committee of five,  and some lgbti persons.  I do appreciate the many messages of concern which have been sent us from the friends of Other Sheep and from the lgbti community in Uganda.

The Anti-Homosexuality Bill of Uganda - I wrote an essay to the Association of Evangelicals in Africa
 

In this last quarter of the year, the Government received a private member's Anti-homosexual Bill.  Again I wrote an essay to the Association of Evangelicals in Africa which appears to support the bill.  Many other messages have been written and it is hoped that the Government will not pass such a bill.

 

Rev. Kimindu on RWANDA and DEM. REP. CONG 2009
  

Rwanda Legislation on Homosexuality 
 
I have received information in my email inbox today (December 21, 2009) confirming that the government of Rwanda honors and treats all citizens equally and will not criminalize homosexuality.

 

Registration in Rwanda and Dem Rep Cong  
 
Our Coordinator, J. Ellie Gasana, has been struggling to register Other Sheep Rwanda and Other Sheep DRC without much success, but I wish to assure all of us that it will happen.  Meanwhile let us continue with advocacy strengthened by the fact that even Jesus' movement was never registered.

Rev. Kimindu on TENZANIA and ZAMBIA 2009
 

TANZANIA
So far nothing much from Tanzania, but I have leads to follow up in the coming year.

ZAMBIA
A brother had offered to be a Contact Person for Other Sheep in Zambia but pulled out for what he termed was slow motion in getting things done, especially for Zambia. With the African proverb  which says "The one that chews slowly swallows at last," I had no option, but to accept his decision. It reminded me of the parting of Paul and John Mark.

Rev. Kimindu 2009 Report - Final Remarks
  

Thank you to our African Coordinators, committees and the Uganda Committee - Let us encourage one another
 

I wish to thank all the Coordinators and Committees for the good work done through out the year.

The circumstances in each Country are for sure different, but there is much to learn from each other. Let us be encouraged to share experiences from time to time. Whenever  visits are possible, we shall take advantage and meet one another.

Thank you to Rev. Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz for their on-going support
 

To the Executive Director, Steve and his husband Jose Ortiz, your all-around support to me is highly appreciated. Your wise counsel to the individual coordinators has made my bit easier.

The Challenge - To focus on building good relations with like-minded people and organizations 

To all of us, the financial empowerment remains a struggle. The solution is not always with the international office of Other Sheep, much as we would all wish it were. I suggest, as I have done before, that we continue to build good relationships with existing like-minded people and organizations in our respective countries. One never knows how profitable this kind of cooperation can be.
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Help Metropolitan Community Church (MCC) bring Rev. Michael Kimindu to the 2010 MCC General Conference by giving towards his scholarship

Rev. Kimindu, pastor of the MCC church of Nairobi, has been selected as one of the MCC pastors/leaders from abroad to participate as a recipient of the "Be A Gem" campaign -- a fund drive to raise money for the purpose of bringing international LGBT MCC leaders to the Acapulco conference, June 28 - July 2.  Rev. Kimindu is a worthy recipient, as his 2009 Report reveals.  You can read his plea for financial assistance in the "Be A Gem" brochure. 

 

To give, write a check made out to Other Sheep, designate it for "Kimindu - Be A Gem," and mail it to Gordon Herzog, 16768 Old Jamestown Rd., Florissant, MO 63034-1409.  Send an email, stating your gift, to sparelli2002@yahoo.com and cc it to Susan  Fazio, Other Sheep assistant to the treasure, fazfam6@aol.com. 
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Kimindu to speak on panel at 4th Africa Conference on Sexual Health and Human Rights
The Fourth Africa Conference on Sexual Health and Rights will be held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, February 8 - 12, 2010. According to the website of Governance Village, "This conference is part of a long-term process of building and fostering regional dialogue on sexual rights and health that leads to concrete action to influence policy particularly that of the African Union and its bodies." 

 

Rev. Michael Kimindu will speak as a panelist for the session on "Conversations on Sexuality, HIV and Young People in Africa -- Young People ask Questions."  Moderator is Josina Machel.  Panelists are Kimindu, Nyaradzai Gumbonzvanda of World YWCA, and Bafana Khumalos of Sonke Gender Justice.  Rev. Kimindu is listed as Other Sheep Kenya. Rev. Kimindu, an Anglican Priest and Changing Attitude spokesperson in Kenya, is an MCC Pastor in Nairobi and Other Sheep Coordinator for Other Sheep East Africa.
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Denkross' Life in Uganda Blog
 

In 2008, Wamala Dennis Mawejje (see photo below), author of the blog Denkross' Life in Uganda, became chairperson of Other Sheep Uganda.  As chairperson, Dennis leads Other Sheep Uganda.  

 


Dennis, "aka denkross, is a Ugandan citizen in his early twenties, a graduate with a BA in economics, now practicing as a private researcher with an office at 'the most prestigious university in Uganda.'" (Source:  Changing Attitude Blog.)

 

Above photo:  Wamala Dennis Mawejje, Kampala, Uganda, 2008, by Steve Parelli
  

January 2009 Blog: 
· Museveni warns NRM on Homo bill 
 December 2009 Blogs:  
· Speaker Ssekandi gets threats over gay bill 

· Bunyoro king supports Anti-gay bill 

· Gay bill OK but remove death penalty says clergy 

· Museveni will block anti-gay bill - report 

· Parents want Anti-gay bill enacted 

· Government's anti-gay stand stays 

· Ugandan president committed to blocking Anti-gay bill 

· Obama, Cling reject Uganda's gay bill 

· How the Bahati (Anti-gay) bill hurts Ugandan women 

· Other Sheep condemns Anti-gay bill 

· Museveni, Bahati, named in US 'cult' 

· Pastor Rick Warren Responds to proposed Anti-gay bill 

· If Uganda executes gays will American Christians be complicit? 

· Remarks by Stephen Lewis, Co-Director of AIDS-Free World 

· Commonwealth summit gay rights bid 

Dennis has additional blogs on the Anti-gay Ugandan bill in his November and October 2009 Blogs
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Changing Attitude Blog on the Anti-Homosexuality Bill of Uganda and the Anglican Communion

 

Rev. Colin Coward, Director of Changing Attitude,  Rev. Christina Beardsley, and Brenda Harrison are the contributors of the Changing Attitude Blog.  The following are links to their very informative blogs regarding the Anti-Homosexuality Bill of Uganda and the Anglican Communion. 

 

October 2009 CA Blog  
 
Anglican (and other) responses (and none) to Uganda Anti-Homosexuality Bill 2009

 

November 2009 CA Blog 
 
Ugandan Anti-Homosexuality Bill challenges all in the Communion


Excerpts from a hearing on the Uganda Anti-Homosexuality Bill of 2009 with religious leaders  

 

Some Ugandans categorically oppose Anti-Homosexuality Bill  

 

New responses to the Ugandan Anti-homosexuality Bill  

 

The Story Behind the Bahati (Anti-Homosexuality Bill) in Uganda
 

Gay Ugandan comments on the statement issued by the Church of Uganda
 

Is it possible to be Gay and Christian in Uganda?
 

Human Rights and Peace Centre Makerere University Presents a Public Dialogue on The Nati-Homosexuality Bill of 2009
 

Reports on the Public Dialogue on the Anti-Homosexuality Bill in Uganda 

 

Primatial silence on Uganda Part 1 

 

Primatial silence on Uganda Part 2 

 

Bishop Joseph Abura of Karamoja Diocese, Anglican Church of Uganda, writes about the Anti-homosexuality Bill 

 

Bishop Abura in Uganda reveals the dangerous, prejudiced, inhumane, ignorant theology which underpins Global South attitudes 

 

The deafening silence over Uganda's anti-homosexuality bill continues
 

The Rt Revd Mike Hill, Bishop of Bristol, comments on the Uganda Anti-Homosexuality Bill
 

December 2009 CA Blogs: 
 

Ruth Gledhill says Archbishop of Canterbury in 'intensive' efforts to combat Ugandan Anti-homosexuality bill
 

Archbishop of Canterbury - Ugandan legislation is of "shocking severity"
 

The Ugandan Anti-Homosexuality Bill is clarifying Anglican attitudes towards LGBT people, Anglican policy, and God
 

Conservative Christian desperation 1: In Uganda 

 

Transcript of John Humphries' interview with the Archbishop of York about the Uganda Bill
 

Bishop Christopher Ssenyonjo denies newspaper report of $20 million grant
 

Red Paper, a Ugandan tabloid daily newspaper, claims Swedish Group pours billions into gay Ugandan groups
 

January 2010 CA Blog:
 

Is the death knell of the Uganda Anti-Homosexuality Bill being sounded? 

 

 


	Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry working worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their faith traditions.

 

" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . " 
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