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	Empowering LGBT people of faith worldwide
The Religious/Political World denounces Ugandan bill; Uganda reacts

Americans' Role Seen in Uganda Anti-Gay Push  
By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN
The New York Times

Published: January 3, 2010 

KAMPALA, Uganda - Last March, three American evangelical Christians, whose teachings about "curing" homosexuals have been widely discredited in the United States, arrived here in Uganda's capital to give a series of talks.

Read more . . .  

Church group asks for modifications to Ugandan anti-gay bill
December 29th, 2009, 4:26 pm · Post a Comment · posted by Mark Barna
The Uganda Joint Christian Council recently said it will support the Ugandan anti-gay bill if certain modifications are made, according to a letter from the Ugandan National Pastors Task Force.

The biggest change is that the church asks for 20 years jail time rather than the death penalty or life imprisonment for people having gay sex with a minor or someone with a disability. The church also interjects that "homosexuality should remain a punishable offense to control its spread."
Read More


Christian right blamed for Ugandan anti-gay bill 
December 26, 2009 4:15 PM

MARK BARNA 

The Gazette

The battle against gay rights attained an unprecedented legislative level in Uganda this year.

But this is one legal stance against gays the American Christian right isn't celebrating.

"The purpose of laws is to make societies safer, and there is legitimate concern that the legislation being debated in Uganda will incite violence against homosexuals," Jim Daly, president and CEO of Focus on the Family, said last week of the Ugandan bill

Read More . . .

Focus on the Family Condemns Anti-Gay Uganda Death Bill
Wayne Besen wbesen@truthwinsout.org
December 28, 2009

Truth Wins Out

"As a Christian organization, Focus on the Family Action encourages pro-family policies. As such, we respect the desire of the Ugandan people to shield their nation from the promotion of homosexuality as morally equivalent to one-man, one-woman marriage. That said, the purpose of laws is to make societies safer, and there is legitimate concern that the legislation being debated in Uganda will incite violence against homosexuals. That is morally unacceptable, as is enacting the death penalty for homosexuals, which some versions of this bill are reported to require." - Jim Daly, President of Focus on the Family 
"As an organization we have clearly had our differences with Focus on the Family," said Wayne Besen, Executive Director of Truth Wins Out. "On this occasion, however, we are pleased that Focus on the Family has taken a stand against the Anti-Homosexuality Bill in Uganda and have gone on record with their opposition. Their voice will surely increase pressure in Uganda against his hideous piece of legislation." 

Ugandan Pastors Call for Apology From Rick Warren
Thursday, 24 December 2009 02:37 PM EST Felicia Mann News - Featured News  

 Ugandan church leaders are calling on California pastor Rick Warren to "biblically issue an apology for having wronged us." 

In a recent letter, the group of 20 denominational leaders said the Purpose Driven Life author caused "distress" in their nation after he requested they speak out against the Anti-Homosexuality Bill 2009 currently awaiting approval in the Ugandan Parliament.

Read More


Rachel Maddow-Ugandan anti-gay bill faces new powerful opposition 
NC25694: Reports: Uganda president to veto kill-the-gays bill
Rex Wockner  wockner@panix.com
December 23, 2009
 

The "Anti-Homosexuality Laws" proposed in Uganda
A Statement from The Rt. Rev. Mark S. Sisk, The Episcopal Diocese of New York
December 22, 2009
 
The Ugandan government's proposal to intensify the sanctions provided in its contemptible laws criminalizing homosexuality has rightly drawn condemnation from those who love justice and respect human dignity.
 
I write now, very briefly, simply to join my voice with those that have been raised in opposition to this affront.  To put the matter bluntly: for a Christian, no matter how many carefully culled Bible passages might be cited, no matter how lofty the spokesperson, there are no circumstances whatsoever that justify such oppression.  Such tyranny is an offense to God.  Happily the Anglican Communion is clearly on record supporting this view.  Among others, I make reference to the actions of several Lambeth Conferences as well as to statements from the Primates Meetings, most recently their Dromantine Communiqué of 2005.
 
I do understand that in some places, Uganda being one of them, homosexuality is considered either a sin or a sickness (it could not be both); never-the-less neither understanding remotely justifies these terrible laws.  I urge all Christian communities in Uganda to join together with a single voice in opposition to this outrage. 
 
Further I urge that each and all of us examine and reexamine our own lives and repent of those injustices of which we are witting and unwitting participants.

Republicans Condemn Uganda's Anti-Gay Bill 
Posted by Brian Montopoli 

December 22, 2009
Five Republican representatives - Chris Smith, Frank Wolf, Joe Pitts, Trent Franks and Anh "Joseph" Cao - have written a letter to Ugandan President Yoweri Mouseveni pressing him to stop pending legislation that would severely criminalize homosexuality and sometimes impose the death penalty for homosexual acts.  

Read More . . . 

Uganda anti-homosexual bill: Christians threaten MPs 
Saturday 19 December 2009 / by Geof Magga
Christians in Uganda are organizing nationwide demonstrations and fasting to protest US President Barack Obama and growing international opposition to a proposed anti-homosexuality bill.

They say that homsexuality is not only unChristian but it is inhumane and therefore are against anyone who protects it..

"No one should intimidate us against withdrawing the anti gay bill" said pastor Solomon Male of an organization called Arising for Christ. To us homsexuality is unacceptable. We will demonstrate to show the world that we are totally against homosexuality."

Read More . . .
Anti-Homosexuality Bill Divides Ugandan and American Christians 
American pastors and leaders are united in condemning the legislation while Ugandans are united in support.
Sarah Pulliam Bailey | posted 12/17/2009 01:36PM  

Christianity Today

The proposed anti-homosexuality legislation in Uganda has created tension between American Christians who have condemned the legislation and Ugandan Christians who don't want to see homosexuality become an acceptable practice. 

Several American pastors and leaders have condemned legislation in Uganda that, if passed in its proposed version, would punish homosexual acts between adults-including touching "with the intent of committing the act of homosexuality"-with life imprisonment. The punishment for "serial offenders," homosexual sex with minors or the disabled, or homosexual sex while being HIV-positive, is death.

Rt. Rev. Dr. David Zac Niringiye, assistant bishop of Kampala in the Church of Uganda, says that American Christians should not make such public pronouncements on the bill.

Read More . . .

Ugandan Bishop Pleads With American Christians on Anti-Homosexuality Bill 
David Zac Niringiye, the Church of Uganda's assistant bishop of Kampala, says that American Christians should cultivate relationships before condemning the proposed legislation.
Interview by Sarah Pulliam Bailey | posted 12/17/2009 02:14PM

Christianity Today

Several American pastors and leaders have condemned proposed legislation in Uganda that, if it passed in its proposed version, would punish homosexual sex with the death penalty or life imprisonment. 

Rt. Rev. Dr. David Zac Niringiye, assistant bishop of Kampala in the Church of Uganda, says that public pronouncements on the legislation from Christians outside of Uganda fuel the debate. "Ambassadors or religious leaders serve us best by not going public, by simply relating to their individual relationships," Niringiye says. "If they have none, they have no legitimacy to speak. They should just be silent." The Church of Uganda has yet to make a statement on the bill and expects to give its official position by January 20. Christianity Today spoke on the phone with Niringiye about the cultural context of the bill and how he thinks American Christians should respond.

Read More . . . 

Church of Scotland denounces Ugandan bill
Thu, 17 Dec 2009

Statement from the Church of Scotland on the proposals before the Ugandan Parliament on Homosexuality

Church of Scotland has had a long record of standing against injustice and inequality especially when it is perpetrated institutionally.  The Church of Scotland is therefore appalled at the draconian measures proposed by the Ugandan Anti-Homosexuality Bill.

In 2007 The Church of Scotland's General Assembly received a report which stated that "Theological approaches to homosexuality which present gay or lesbian people as unlovable or less loved by God than any other person are unacceptable". To discriminate on issues of sexuality is unacceptable in the eyes of God and of the law.

Rev Ian Galloway, convenor of the Church of Scotland's Church and Society Committee said "This draft legislation is without question an infringement of human rights.  It is morally repugnant. The Church of Scotland wants therefore to strongly add it's voice to the many calling for the immediate withdrawal of this discriminatory Bill."

The bill is due for further discussion in the Ugandan Parliament in January 2010.

The Ugandan Anti-Homosexuality Bill proposes life imprisonment for any sexual activity between adults of the same sex and the death penalty for anyone whose same sex partner is disabled or under 18.

For further information contact Rev Ian Galloway on [011-44] [0]7753686603.

Archbishop of Canterbury condemns proposed Ugandan anti
Homosexuality Bill
Date: Thu, 17 Dec 2009 06:38:04 -0500
From: LGCM <admin@lgcm.org.uk>
To: rex@wockner.com
Subject: Media Release: Archbishop of Canterbury condemns proposed Ugandan anti
Homosexuality Bill

Archbishop of Canterbury condemns proposed Ugandan anti Homosexuality Bill

Rev Sharon Ferguson, Chief Executive of the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement (LGCM) has welcomed wholeheartedly an assurance from the Archbishop of Canterbury's Press office to LGCM that he condemns the proposed anti Homosexuality Bill currently before the Ugandan Parliament.

The Archbishop of Canterbury's press secretary has told LGCM that Archbishop Rowan Williams is "very clear that the private Member's Bill being discussed in Uganda as drafted is entirely unacceptable from a pastoral, moral and legal point of view." The press office went on to tell LGCM that the proposed Bill was "a cause of deep concern, fear and, to many, outrage."

LGCM has spoken recently on its concern that the Archbishop had not spoken out against this Bill, the Archbishops office assured LGCM that "the Archbishop has been working intensively behind the scenes (over the past weeks) to ensure that there is clarity on how the proposed bill is contrary to Anglican teaching."

Rev Sharon Ferguson said "I only hope and pray that Archbishop Rowan Williams will now instruct all Anglican clergy in Uganda to speak out against this Bill and to take whatever action is needed to safeguard the lives of lesbian, gay and bisexual people."

"If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone." John 8:7

ENDS
 

The European Parliament firmly denounces Uganda's Anti-Homosexuality Bill
Date: Thu, 17 Dec 2009 16:10:06 +0100
From: CASHMAN Michael
To: rex@wockner.com

Media release from the European Parliament's Intergroup on LGBT rights
17 December 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The European Parliament firmly denounces Uganda's Anti-Homosexuality Bill

The plenary session of the European Parliament today adopted a resolution strongly condemning the Anti-Homosexuality Bill 2009 tabled by David Bahati MP in the Ugandan Parliament.

Joining widespread international outcry from the British, French and Swedish governments as well as the White House, the European Parliament officially calls on Ugandan authorities "not to approve the bill and to review their laws to decriminalize homosexuality".

The resolution reminds the Ugandan government of its legally-binding obligations under international treaties, including the Cotonou Agreement, as well as its inability to withdraw from ratified international human rights treaties. The text further calls on the European Commission and Council to reconsider European aid to Uganda should the text pass in the Parliament (representing USD 275M annually, or 16.6% of Uganda's total official development aid).

Michael Cashman MEP, Co-president of the European Parliament's Intergroup on LGBT Rights, praised the move: "The European Parliament is committed to promoting democracy and the human rights of all citizens in the countries it works with; Uganda is about to dishonour its moral leadership and its people by going against universally-agreed human rights."

Recently returned from a diplomatic mission in Angola and Botswana, he continued: "The Ugandan government must ask David Bahati MP to withdraw the draft bill that will kill, imprison and fine Ugandans, simply for being who they are. This bill is uncivilised and unacceptable to all decent people."

Ulrike Lunacek, Co-president of the European Parliament's Intergroup on LGBT Rights, added: "Homosexuality has always existed and will always exist in Africa -- as everywhere else. Homosexuality is nothing un-African, as some African leaders wrongly claim. That is why lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people need protection and acceptance, not hate legislation".

In the plenary debate, the European Commission also expressed their "deep concern" regarding recent developments in Uganda.

Anglican, Catholic and Evangelist representatives also recently spoke out against the bill in Uganda, and the criminalisation of homosexuality in general.

ENDS

Full text of the motion: http://tinyurl.com/ep-res-uganda

The European Parliament's Intergroup on LGBT Rights:

    Co -Presidents:  Ulrike Lunacek MEP (Greens/EFA) & Michael Cashman MEP (S&D)

    Vice-President:  Sophie In't Veld MEP (ALDE)

    Vice-President:  Raül Romeva i Rueda MEP (Greens/EFA)

    Vice-President:  Sirpa Pietikäinen MEP (EPP)

Press contact:  Bruno Selun, Secretary

United Nations: Landmark Meeting Denounces Rights Abuses Based on Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity
Holy See Condemns Criminalization of Homosexual Conduct
December 11, 2009

Contacts:
IGLHRC: Sara Perle, +1-212-430-6015
HRW: Scott Long, +1-212-216-1297
Global Advocates for Trans Equality: Justus Eisfeld, +1-646-341-1699
Arc International: John Fisher, +41-22-733-4705
COC Netherlands: Björn van Roozendaal, + 31-20-623-4596 

 

(New York, December 11) - A United Nations General Assembly panel that met this week broke new ground and helped build new momentum for ending human rights violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity, a coalition of sponsoring nongovernmental organizations said today.

 

The meeting included discussion of discriminatory and draconian "anti-homosexuality" legislation currently before the Ugandan parliament, and of the role of American religious groups in promoting repression across Africa. In a groundbreaking move, a representative of the Holy See in the audience read a statement strongly condemning the criminalization of homosexual conduct.

 

The panel, held yesterday on the 61st anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, featured speakers from Honduras, India, the Philippines, and Zambia, as well as Uganda, where the proposed "anti-homosexuality law" shows the steady threat of government repression.

 

Sweden organized the panel in coalition with Argentina, Brazil, Croatia, France, the Netherlands, and Norway. It was sponsored by a group of six nongovernmental organizations that defend the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people. The audience of 200 people included delegates from over 50 nations.

 

Ugandan lawmakers are currently debating the "anti-homosexuality" bill. While there were reports that the death-penalty provisions might be stripped from the bill, other punishments would remain that would drive many Ugandans underground or out of the country, participants said.

 

Speaking on the panel, Victor Mukasa, co-founder of Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG) and program associate for the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLRHC), described how he was forced to leave Uganda following police brutality and raids on his home. He said that Uganda's "anti-homosexuality" bill reflects a pattern of state-sponsored homophobia spreading across the African continent.

 

"Lack of security, arbitrary arrests and detentions, violence, and killings of LGBT people have become the order of the day in Africa," said Mukasa. "Nothing can change as long as LGBT people live in fear for their safety when they claim their basic human rights."

 

The statement from the Holy See said it "opposes all forms of violence and unjust discrimination against homosexual persons, including discriminatory penal legislation which undermines the inherent dignity of the human person....[T]he murder and abuse of homosexual persons are to be confronted on all levels, especially when such violence is perpetrated by the State."

 

Also at the panel discussion, the Reverend Kapya Kaoma, an Anglican priest from Zambia who is project director for Political Research Associates (PRA) in Massachusetts, presented the group's new report, Globalizing the Culture Wars: U.S. Conservatives, African Churches, and Homophobia.

 

Kaoma said that many anti-LGBT attitudes across Africa are fueled by US groups actively exporting homophobia. He called on US religious figures who have been promoting hatred and fear of homosexuality in Africa to denounce the Uganda bill unequivocally, and support the human rights of all people regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. Citing their moral responsibility to prevent violence, he also urged them to make such declarations in Africa, not just before US audiences.

 

Other panelists highlighted governments' complicity in prejudice and violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

 

Indyra Mendoza Aguilar, coordinator of the Lésbica Feminista Cattrachas network in Honduras said that an atmosphere of impunity since the June coup in Honduras has meant spreading violence against already marginalized people.

 

"In Honduras, as in many countries, the state turns a blind eye to violence against our communities," said Mendoza Aguilar. "Today we issue a call for reforming our societies, free of discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, free of impunity."

 

Vivek Divan, an Indian attorney and member of the team that led a successful legal challenge to India's colonial-era sodomy law, described the provision's insidious effects, promoting inequality, excusing violence, and permitting state intrusion into private lives. The Delhi High Court overturned the law this year in a landmark decision affirming diversity as a core value of the Indian state.

 

Speakers also stressed how torture, killings, and other grave abuses target people not just because of their sexualities, but because they look, dress, or act in ways that defy deeply rooted patriarchal norms for expressing masculinity and femininity.

 

"Now is the time to realize that diversity does not diminish our humanity," said Sass Sasot, co-founder of the Society of Transsexual Women of the Philippines (STRAP). "You want to be born, to live, and die with dignity - so do we! You want to live with authenticity - so do we!"

 

Contacts:


International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) in New York:
Sara Perle (English, Italian)
+1-212-430-6015
sperle@iglhrc.org 

Human Rights Watch:
Scott Long (English)
+1 (212) 216 1297 (office), +1 (646) 641 5655 (mobile)

Global Advocates for Trans Equality:
Justus Eisfeld (English, Dutch)
+1-646-341-1699
justus.eisfeld@globaltransadvocates.org

COC Netherlands:
Björn van Roozendaal (English, Dutch)
+31-619-123-2257 (mobile)

Arc International:
John Fisher (English, French, Spanish)
+41-22-733-4705

 

To view a video of the panel in English, please visit: 
http://webcast.un.org/ramgen/ondemand/specialevents/2009/se091210pm2.rm

For Spanish, please visit:
http://webcast.un.org/ramgen/ondemand/specialevents/2009/se091210pm2-orig.rm   

 

The 

sponsoring organizations were:
Arc International
COC Netherlands
Global Advocates for Trans Equality (GATE)
Human Rights Watch
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC)
International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Intersex Association (ILGA)
 

Interview with Scott Long, director of Human Rights Watch's LGBT Rights Division: Segment on Uganda  
Friday, December 11, 2009

Rex Wockner

Rex Wockner has reported news for gay media for 25 years in 350+ publications in 38 countries.
Scott: Uganda. This bill has been introduced in Parliament; the text of it begins with "homosexuality is an offense" -- not "homosexual conduct," not "homosexual sex" -- "homosexuality is an offense."

Rex: I read it.

Scott: It goes downhill from there, right? It ... would effectively criminalize every aspect of human rights work and human rights and human life that's connected with homosexuality, and I think there's a very good chance that it will pass.

(Specifically, the bill would imprison for life anyone convicted of "the offense of homosexuality"; punish "aggravated homosexuality" -- including repeat offenders, or anyone who is HIV-positive and has gay sex -- with the death penalty; forbid the "promotion of homosexuality" and jail rights defenders who work on LGBT rights; and imprison anyone for up to three years if they fail to report within 24 hours anyone they know who is lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender, or who supports their human rights. [A Dec. 9 news report by Bloomberg said officials plan to "drop the death penalty and life imprisonment for gays ... to attract the support of religious leaders who are opposed to these penalties." On Dec. 13, the bill's author told Britain's The Observer there is no such plan.])

Rex: ... That bill would give straight people who don't report something gay going on in their neighborhood 24 hours to report it or they're going to prison for three years.

Scott: Yeah, it's incredible. (I)t could pass very fast if the government wants it.

Rex: I read a column ... claiming that right-wing forces in the U.S. had something to do with this bill.

Scott: The preamble to the bill was, I think, pretty clearly written by U.S. evangelicals or folks who are connected with U.S. evangelicals. We know that (U.S. evangelicals were) doing evangelical missions to Uganda earlier this year and raising the red flag about homosexuality. We know, moreover, that PEPFAR (President's Emergency Plan For AIDS Relief) under the Bush administration was not only funding evangelical, homophobic, Christian -- and in some cases Muslim -- movements in Uganda, but they were also funding U.S. evangelical churches to go over to Uganda to promote quote-unquote abstinence-only, which, mind you, is homophobic by definition because the idea of abstinence till marriage excludes people who can't marry from any access to sex.

So the U.S. under the previous administration was implicated in this up to its elbows and U.S. right-wing churches are in this up to their elbows. And they're targeting Africa, not just Uganda. ... (I)n Zambia, in Namibia, in Kenya, in Nigeria, these folks are operating all over the map. And that's one reason why the Uganda bill is so alarming. It's not just what it represents for Uganda, where things are bad already, it's that it represents a foothold by these forces inside Africa ... in creating new legal prohibitions on sexual autonomy, on homosexuality, and using homosexuality as a wedge issue to establish their own power.

Rex: How does it benefit them back in the U.S.? ...

Scott: First of all, they can raise money. It's great for their congregations and their funding forces to be able to say (they) fought the scourge of homosexuality in these far-flung places that most of their folks can't even pronounce. ...

Rex: This Ugandan proposed law, if you leave Uganda and go get married in the Netherlands and come back, you're going to spend life in prison for having done that. I mean, it's the most amazing anti-gay bill ... I think I've ever read.

Scott: When we first were leaked the text of it, a bunch of us were just looking at it in astonishment. (T)he preparation for it has been laid by years of fanatical homophobic agitation in Uganda that comes from the president and comes from the first lady and comes from ... the minister of ethics and integrity, James Nsaba Buturo, who are all obsessed by homosexuality. But the groundwork has also been laid, again, by these years of religious agitation, which has been promoted by U.S. evangelicals. And to get back to your question about what they get from it -- I think part of the joy for them is also that in Uganda they can say all these things that in the United States and Canada just aren't respectable to be said anymore, you know?

Rick Warren, when he gets up in public, has to make nice on the issue of homosexuality to some degree. He can say, you know, "They can't marry," "they're sinful," but if he says, "They should be thrown in jail," it would alienate a certain part of his constituency here and he wouldn't get to stand with President Obama on the podium. But! He can invite Martin Ssempa -- who's this genuinely, fascistically homophobic preacher from Uganda who's burned condoms in public to send a message that they don't work -- he can invite Martin Ssempa to stand on the podium with him at Saddleback Church -- the wonderfully named Saddleback Church -- and, you know, he can know that Ssempa is going to go back to Uganda and say all the things that Rick Warren can't, and I think they really get a thrill out of that at this point.

(Under pressure, Warren sent a video message to Uganda on Dec. 10 saying he "completely oppose(s) and ... vigorously condemn(s)" the bill. "The potential law before your Parliament is unjust, it's extreme and it's un-Christian towards homosexuals, requiring death penalty even in some cases," Warren said. "This law would also imprison anyone convicted of homosexual practice." According to Newsweek, in October, Warren said that Saddleback "completely severed contact with Mr. Ssempa ... in 2007." For more on Warren and Uganda, see last night's Rachel Maddow Show here.)
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Other Sheep is a multi-cultural, ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.
 " . . . connecting people with poeple and people with resources . . . " 
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