	


	 
Pastor Rick Warren Speaks Out Against Anti-Homosexuality Bill of Uganda 
calling the bill 'Unjust', 'Extreme' and 'Unchristian'  
   Now, Warren needs to denounce Turaki's anti-gay hate-speech in the featured article on homosexuality in the Africa Bible Commentary which commentary Warren has fully endorsed  
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Empowering Sexual Minorities
Dear Other Sheep Friend, 

In an Other Sheep eNews dated October 19, 2009, Other Sheep called upon its readers to write Rick Warren, John Stott and Douglas Carew and the Association of Evangelicals in Africa (AEA) to denounce the Anti-Homosexuality Bill of Uganda citing their endorsement of the Africa Bible Commentary with its anti-gay hate-speech in a featured article entitled "Homosexuality"   by Nigerian evangelical scholar Yusufu Turaki as reason for their need to speak out.

We are happy to learn that Rick Warren has done so today.  Other Sheep asks Douglas Carew of the Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology (Kenya) and John R. W. Stott (England) to join Warren in his denouncement of the Ugandan  bill and to further more denounce the anti-gay hate-speech        in the Africa Bible Commentary (see article at right column of   this eNews).

Rev. Steve Parelli
Other Sheep Executive Director

MCC Clergy

Bronx, NY

________________________________________

Pastor Rick Warren Speaks Out Against Anti-Gay Ugandan Bill  calling the bill 'Unjust', 'Extreme' and  'Unchristian'   
Source:  Truth Wins Out 

NEW YORK - Truth Wins Out thanked Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church, today for releasing a YouTube Statement condemning the "Anti-Homosexuality Bill 2009" that is currently before the Ugandan Parliament. Lisa Darden, a talent agent and filmmaker working on a film about reconciling the Christian and GLBT communities, coordinated the statement with Warren's church. 
"We applaud Rick Warren for speaking out with force and clarity on a bill that would lead to the persecution and prosecution of  gay and lesbian Ugandans," said Wayne Besen, Executive Director of Truth Wins Out. "Today, Warren showed true moral courage and stood for what is right and just. We urge other leading pastors and world leaders to stand up and condemn Uganda's Anti-Homosexuality Bill."

In the video, Warren said he was taking "the extraordinary step    of speaking to you, the pastors of Uganda and the spiritual leaders of your nation." He unequivocally condemned the legislation as "extreme, unjust and unchristian towards homosexuals". He also urged Ugandan pastors to "speak out against this proposed law." 
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Rick Warren's association with Turaki's anti-gay hate-speech in the featured article on homosexuality in the Africa Bible Commentary.  

by Rev. Steve Parelli, Bronx, NY.
Rick Warren, endorsing Zondervan's 2006 evangelical Africa Bible Commentary, a single volume commentary on the Bible by 70 African scholars, says on the back cover of the bock, "This monumental work of biblical scholarship is filled with helpful insights into God's Word that every pastor, Bible teach, and Christian will benefit from. We've needed this commentary for a long, long time."

Romans 1 of the commentary features a major article entitled "Homosexuality."  Rev. Stephen Parelli writes a review on the article and summarizes his critique with the following:

"Conclusion:  Turaki's Bible-study article on homosexuality serves to further the African church's homophobic intolerance of gay people, confirming and reinforcing already existing hateful and hurtful attitudes towards LGBT Africans. 

"Turaki's article, "Homosexuality," in the Africa Bible Commentary, only enlarges the gap between the need for tolerance in Africa and the African church's failure to speak out against homophobic intolerance which often erupts into physical brutality, murder, unlawful imprisonment, loss of employment, estrangement and isolation from family, hate speech and hate crimes.  The African evangelical community needs, at the very least, to speak out for tolerance and humane treatment of homosexuals.  
 
To summarize, because of the very volatile African context in which his article will be read and understood, 

(a) Turaki's use of the words "abnormal, unnatural and a perversion" along with 

(b) his uncritical use of the quote that "homosexuals are worse than beasts" tied in with 

(c) his statement of the African Anglican church's rejection of Archbishop Tutu's call for tolerance, as well as 

(d) his one-sided account of African "coercive sexual relationships" as his example of "varied" African same-sex sex(Where is his account, under "African tradition," of same-sex African loving couples? -- this writer knows of some personally!), not to mention 

(e) an uncritical censorship of all views of homosexuality that are not in keeping with his views ("Our views of homosexuality should not be derived from human sources but from the Word of God"), 

and, finally, with 

(f) his expressed theological view that to be homosexual is sinful, 

this evangelical-Christian article can, therefore, only encourage the already strong, homophobic, hateful and dangerous rhetoric of the church in Africa where civilian and police brutality towards homosexuals is not uncommon.  
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Other Sheep is a multi-cultural ecumenical Christian ministry that works worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions. 

 

" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . " 
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