	


	
	Open Letter to Ugandan Minister of Ethics and Integrity to be published in major Ugandan papers

Your Financial Support is Needed for this Project
Dear Other Sheep Friend,  

 

Diana Sands, LGBT Program Associate of the Unitarian Universalist UN Office, has led in working with certain clergy in the formation of an open letter to the Ugandan Minister of Ethics and Integrity, the Hon. Dr. James Nsaba Burturo, to be published in major papers in Uganda.  80 clergy have signed this letter.

 

Donations are needed to cover the cost of publishing this letter in Ugandan papers.   

 

Below is Diana's appeal for donations and how you can make a contribution.  Other Sheep supports this project.

 

For any questions, you can email Diana Sands at dsands@uu-uno.org, or phone her at  212.986.5165.  Go to www.uu-uno.org for the Unitarian Universalist UN Office website.

Yours for LGBT people of faith in East Africa,
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Rev. Steve Parelli, MDiv

Other Sheep Executive Director, MCC Clergy

sparelli2002@yahoo.com
www.othersheep.org
 

July 14, 2009

Chiang Mai, Thailand

 

PS.  You can view (or if able, read) the letter in Swahili, edited by Rev. Michael Kimindu of Nairobi, Kenya.

Unitarian Universalist UN Office makes appeal for donations for Ugandan LGBT project.  

  

by Diana Sands, LGBT Program Director of the Unitarian Universalist UN Office, New York, NY.  July 11, 2009.
 

We have collected endorsements from 80 diverse religious leaders from across the US and the world for a letter calling for an end to the use of religion to fan the fire of homophobic hysteria in Uganda. We need your support to get it published in Ugandan newspapers.
 
Violence and human rights abuse based on sexual orientation and gender identity and expression in Uganda have been given a big boost by the U.S.- and Kampala- based religious group, Family Life Network. This March FLN held a 3-day seminar in Uganda in which they spread lies having nothing to do with religious worship, such as conflating homosexuality with rape and pedophilia. Hard as it is for us to imagine, these lies are believed by humble working Ugandans all the way up to the highest levels of government and media power. The Ugandan Minister of Ethics and Integrity, James Buturo, told the FLN seminar that he intended to form an Anti-homosexuality Task Force in the government. Buturo's campaign against homosexuality has become real with the recent introduction of a bill which would codify a variety of human rights violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity or expression and he has also made incendiary comments to the press including saying that the Uganda is "besieged by homosexuality." 
 
Clergy and spiritual leadership around the world are coming together to express their concern about these egregious human rights abuses by signing this letter. There is no defamation of religion in this letter, we are only holding the Ugandan government to the human rights standards outlined in their United Nations obligations. Please donate what you can to help the letter get published in the biggest Ugandan newspapers. We will purchase full-page ads to publicize the letter, but we cannot do it without donations from people of faith who reject the use of religion to dehumanize people and encourage violence.
 
 

We have two options for donating:

CHECKS - Mail checks made out to the UU-UNO to:
UU-UNO
777 UN Plaza, suite 7G
New York, NY 10017
Make sure that "Uganda Project" is noted in the memo line or in an attached note.

DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS - Visit www.uu-uno.org, and click on the big, red "Donate Now" button in the top right corner. 

1. In the form on the next page, give your name and email address (you don't need to fill out the information about congregation and district). 

2. Choose the "Your Choice" donation amount option. Be sure to write in the "Your Choice" box the amount to be donated followed by the word "Uganda" (Ex. "25 Uganda"). 

3.  You will be transferred to a secure donation site where you must enter their billing info. Skip the Shipping Info page. There is a $10 minimum for the transaction to go through. 

4.  Save your receipt!


Other Sheep is a multicultural ecumenical Christian ministry working worldwide for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions.

 

". . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "



Uganda Other Sheep Committee
In July of 2008, Other Sheep - Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz - visited Kampala, Uganda, and, with the help of some of the LGBT Christian community there, conducted a one-day seminar on the Bible and homosexuality.  

 

Subsequently, a Uganda Other Sheep Committee was formed for the purpose of sharing the Other Sheep mission and message in Uganda.  We cannot post committee members' pictures or names.  They must remain anonymous.  However, our Other Sheep Coordinator of East Africa, Rev. Michael Kimindu, and ourselves - Steve and Jose - keep in contact with this committee.

 

Anyone traveling to Uganda from the USA - please contact Steve Parelli if you can carry with you copies of The Children Are Free for distribution in Uganda through the Uganda Other Sheep committee. 
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Rev. Michael Kimindu of Nairobi, Kenya, is Other Sheep Coordinator for East Africa and MCC Clergy.  

 

Related News Items from the Archives
February 2008 Letter to the Ugandan Government  

 

"Ex-gay" Rhetoric Comes to Uganda
 

Ugandan Priest Attacked 

 

Rev. Kimindu's Open Letter of Encouragement to Uganda LGBT people 

 

Top Homosexuals Named in Uganda Taploid Red Pepper
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