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Other Sheep eNews  May 30, 2008


	
	Steve and Jose do justice work: first American Family Outing event – visiting Bishop Harry Jackson
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Steve and Jose with other LGBT families dialogue with evangelical church 

Rev. John Makokha family, Kenya, move because of local difficulties 

Rev. Kimindu, Kenya: becomes new MCC clergy, hopes to attend Lambeth 

Stop Violence Against Gay Gambians 

Other Sheep to attend UN HIV-AIDS meeting; Kamau wins asylum; more news bullets 

Sharing our story with an Exodus Representative
An Exodus Rep ("ex-gay" ministry) was present at the AFO dialogue.  Jose and Steve spoke with him afterward.  Steve's comment:  Have integrity with lay people.  Tell them that the "ex-gay"claim to "change" is simply behavior modification.   Change does not mean a change in sexual orientation.
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This past weekend, my partner Jose Ortiz (left in photo, Mexico 2005) and I participated in our first American Family Outing event.  Bishop Harry Jackson welcomed our LGBT families to a meal and dialogue with families from his congregation.  They hosted the meal and program at their church, Hope Christian Church, Beltsville, MD.  

 

Jose, following the weekend, wrote his fellow AFO participants:

 
"We were received better than I expected and the experience helped me to be more at peace when entering a church that is not affirming.  In the presence of my fellow AFO brothers and sisters, I was able to affirm myself as a child of God created just as God intended, fully belonging to God AS I AM, fellowshiping with God as his gay child."
                        

Self affirmation before the evangelical who has discriminated against us all our lives is a powerful experience.  Jose experienced that this weekend.  He was one of the AFO members who stood at the mike to address a specific question posed by Hope Christian Church.

 

(Rev.*) Steve Parelli, MDiv

Executive Director

Other Sheep 

*Defrocked by a local Baptist church for having entered into a committed, same-sex relationship
"Sharing our story with an Exodus Representative" - Consider Steve's Ex-"ex-gay" Writings
 Eight Evaluations of the Evangelical "Ex-gay" Movement (Spanish version) 

 
"Ex-gay" Ministries in Their Own (Sorry) Words 
 
and related writings:[image: image7.jpg]



How James Dobson put a Smile on my Gay Christian face 
 
When Life Became Real for Me: A look at Touch of Pink and my own spiritual journey (see photo at right) 

 

 The Bible and Homosexuality: A power point presentation 

 

How Steve and Jose Met: An Ex-"ex-gay" love story
Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz participate in the American Family Outing, Beltsville, Maryland, May 24 - 25, 2008 
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LGBT families and Hope Christian Church families sit side by side as they listen to questions being answered by each party.  Both parties -- Hope Christian Church and LGBT families -- wrote questions for the other party in advance of the dialogue.  Rev. Harry Jackson, Bishop of Hope Christian Church, gave a sincere public welcome and worked closely and agreeably with Bill Carpenter of the AFO with the final details of the program.  AFO Lead Family member Jose Ortiz, Other Sheep Coordinator for non-English speaking Africa, Asia, and USA Hispanics, addressed one of the questions. 

· Photo review by Steve Parelli, Other Sheep Executive Director 

· AFO Press Releases and Official Reports 

· Steve and Jose's AFO web page statement: "Why we are participating"  [image: image9.jpg]



· Play the CBN News interview with Bishop Harry Jackson on the outcome of this discussion  (see Biship Jackson's photo at right)
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Bill Carpenter (center back, with some of the AFO LGBT families), Soulforce Director of National Actions, led the American Family Outing in Beltsville, MD, Memorial Day weekend, 2008.  Here, some AFO participants head for lunch immediately following the Saturday morning May 24th training session in Washington, DC.  For a photo review of the social justice action, CLICK HERE.
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News Briefs from East Africa:  The Rev. John Makokha Family is moving because of difficulties where they live; Ann looses part-time teaching position  

· Ann Makokha (pictured at right), wife of United Methodist minister Rev. John Makokha, Other Sheep Coordinator for Kenya, was recently removed from her part-time teaching post at Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology because of her husband's position with Other Sheep East Africa, reports her husband.  

· The Makokha family are moving this Friday, May 30, to a new home.  The Makokha's have been living at Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology where they were renting.  Rev. Makokha writes that the move was obviously necessary, and that parents were refusing to allow their children to play with the Makokha children.  Their new home will include office space for Other Sheep ministries.  Moving costs are $100.00.  A security deposit of $340.00 (equal to the rent) is needed.  Help is needed to cover both expenses. 

· Donors, through Other Sheep, are currently helping to cover the Makokha family's rent expenses of $340 per month.  Additional donors are needed.  Other Sheep is seeking additional regular donors to help with this on-going need.  Please consider helping by joining others who are giving as little as $5.00 per month.  Together we can do this.

Go to: the Donation web page for the Rev. John Makokha Family
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News Briefs from East Africa:  Rev. Michael Kimindu -- MCC and Lambeth  

· In an email from Rev. Jim Mitulski to Other Sheep Coordinator for South America John Donor, May 27, 2008:  I have been in Africa for the past week and a half working with Elder Glenna Shepherd conducting our first ever Clergy training retreat (REVM).  I am pleased to announce that we welcome three new African clergy, Michael Kimindu from Nairobi, Kenya; Janine Preesman from Pretoria, South Africa; and Maxwell Master from Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. We also welcomed "in-care" of our ordination process Joseph Nyaisa from Nairobi, Kenya.  

· In a May 21st email from Rev. Kimindu to Steve Parelli:  God is opening ways in a big way. As you already know Integrity USA and Changing Attitude UK are working out the possibility for me to attend the Lambeth Conference.They are looking for an Affirming Voice from Kenya Anglican Church.

Go to: How Rev. Kimindu met MCC through Other Sheep; Donation web page for Rev. Kimindu.


	On Lambeth Conference and Kenyan Bishops failure to attend -- see article from the Daily Nation by Mr Njonjo, a former Cabinet minister and a staunch member of the Anglican Church. 
On May 22, 2008, Rev. Nancy Wilson:  Immediate Action Needed to Stop Violence Against Gay Gambians Now!  

Moderator of Metropolitan Community Churches Issues Urgent Appeal Calls for Global Action to Save LGBT Gambians Now
 

Other News Bullets and Coming Events:  High level UN Meetings on HIV-AIDS; Steve and Jose return to East Africa in July and visit England in August 
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March 13, 2008.  Steve and Jose attend celebration of the approval of Uruguay bill 18.246 on domestic partnership, Uruguayan Consulate, New York City.  Speech by Adriana Lissidini

 HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=phunsncab.0.0.uiroehcab.0&ts=S0343&p=http%3A%2F%2Fothersheepexecsite.com%2FSpeech_by_the_Consul_General_of_Uruguay_in_New_York_Adriana_Lissidini_March_13_2008.doc&id=preview" \t "_blank" , Consul General of Uruguay in New York City (see Adriana's photo at right).  See Steve and Jose's 2006 visit to Uruguay. 

· April 5, 2008.  Steve and Jose show power point presentation to the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists (AWAB)of Massachusetts and the Evangelical Fellowship at Andover Newton at Andover Newton Theological School, Andover Newton, MA.  

· April 19 - May 5.  Steve Parelli in Costa Rica with Other Sheep. 

· April 28, 2008.  Jose Ortiz attends International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission 2008 Human Rights Awards, New York City.  [image: image13.jpg]



· May 23, 2008.  Emmanuel Kamau wins asylum in the United States (see Emmanuel's photo at right). 

Steve and Jose's Itinerary, May 30 through the middle of August 2008:
· May 30 - June 2.  Steve and Jose's second American Family Outing, New Birth Missionary Baptist Church in Lithonia, Georgia.  Bishop Eddie Long is the senior minister. 

· June 8, 2008.  Steve Parelli to speak at Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Saratoga Springs, New York, on Marriage Equality 

· June 9 - 12, 2008 Steve Parelli and Emmanuel Kamau to attend high level United Nations meetings on HIV-AIDS, New York City. 

· June 26, 2008.  Steve and Jose to speak at St. Luke-in-the-Field (Episcopal), 485 Hudson St., New York City.  

· July 2008. Steve and Jose in East Africa (Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda) 

· August 2008 Steve and Jose to visit England
Go to: Costa Rica 2008 Executive Director Visit



Other Sheep is an ecumenical Christian ministry that works for the full inclusion of LGBT people of faith within their respective faith traditions worldwide. 

 

" . . . connecting people with people, and people with resources . . . "  
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