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	Sponsor Steve and Jose, one of the lead families of The American Family Outing
 

Learn More About The American Family Outing 
 

Sponsor Steve and Jose with a one-time financial donation
 

Pictures from our Lead Families Training, Austin, TX, February 22-24, 2008
 

Find out how your family can participate
 

Contact Us 

sparelli2002@yahoo.com 
718-360-0884

 

Subscribe to Our Other Sheep Newsletter! 
Dear Friend of Other Sheep, 

 

Please consider sponsoring Jose and me as we participate in the American Family Outing.  Jose and I have accepted the invitation to be trained as a lead family and to commit ourselves to participate in two of the six weekends that are scheduled for bringing a positive message concerning LGBT families of faith to six mega-churches in the United States.  These two churches are (1) Bishop Harry Jackson, Jr., Hope Christian Church in Beltsville, Maryland, and (2) Bishop Eddie Long, New Birth Missionary Baptist church in Lithonia, Georgia.  We hope to raise $2,000.00 ($USA) for the American Family Outing.  No gift will be considered too small.  Every bit helps.  Please act today by sponsoring us.
 

Thank you,
 

(Rev.*) Steve Parelli, MDiv.
Executive Director

Other Sheep 

*Defrocked by a local Baptist church for entering into a committed gay relationship

For more information on Bishop Jackson and Bishop Long, click on the dates below that are given with their pictures.
Friday, May 23 - Sunday, May 25, 2008 (Memorial Day Weekend)
  




 

Friday, May 30 - Sunday, June 1, 2008 



  

 

 

" . . . I had friends in school who struggled greatly with the teachings of Bishop Long . . . " 

  

From an email dated Saturday, March 29, 2008 
 
Hi Mr. Parelli,

I'm a Christian ally from Georgia who saw the link to Other Sheep from the Soulforce website. I just wanted to thank you for what you're doing in visiting New Birth Missionary Baptist - I grew up not far from there and had friends in school who struggled greatly with the teachings they were hearing from Bishop Long, and I'm so glad and proud to see that Soulforce is being attentive to the need for understanding there. I will most definitely be praying for you and the others through that time. 

I also wanted to ask you to add me to the Other Sheep mailing list; I would very much like to stay current with this ministry! My address is:

 

[Name withheld]



	The Parelli-Ortiz Family Statement:  Why we are a part of The American Family Outing 
 
Photo:  Lead Family Training 

Austin, TX, February 23, 2008
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We both come from a very strong and active evangelical background. We both attended evangelical colleges to train for full time Christian ministry. Steve went on and completed seminary. José completed grad work in applied psychology. José had a short ministry in Cleveland, Ohio. Steve served two pastorates, one in western New York, the second in New Jersey. Our paths crossed in Manhattan at an "ex-gay" support group in February, 1997. Steve was 44 and married with four children. José was 30 and in a steady dating relationship of four years. We were both aggressively and devotedly seeking whatever help might be found in "overcoming" our same-sex attractions, believing what our evangelical faith had taught us about the sin of "sodomy" on the one hand, and about "victorious Christian living in Jesus" on the other. José was attending self-help groups of every kind almost nightly in NYC. Steve was in weekly counseling sessions by phone with Joseph Nicolosi, renowned among evangelicals as a reparative therapist able to effectively "change" homosexuals. The "change" and "victory" we found were of a very un-evangelical* kind: self-acceptance as gay Christian men, and pure, heavenly joy in the arms and delights of one another. In Oct. of 1997, we entered into a loving, co-habitating union which continues to this day. Together we continue to celebrate the spirit, mind and body of one another in true matrimonial union. We are a family of two: a happily "married" couple.

We believe that evangelical gay Christians have a real message to the church at large: whatever Paul is talking about in Romans 1, it isn't us. John Wesley of the 18th century taught that the Christian's authority is based on (1) the scriptures, (2) tradition, (3) reason and (4) experience, and that whenever accepted reason and general experience show one's interpretation of a passage of scripture to be very unlikely, that one's interpretation is to be called into question rather than the collective experience of the human race. Unfortunately, evangelicalism of the 20th century has put such a premium on scripture it has perhaps failed to see the significance of reason and experience. 

We purpose to lovingly and patiently ask the church to recover Wesley's principles of reason and experience, and in doing so, to give us audience enough to hear our sacred journey and process by which we dared to question centuries-old accepted norms through reasoning and experience.


* very un-evangelical  Many evangelical scholars, ministers and lay people are accepting of same-sex relationships.
 

"Yes, I want to sponsor Steve and Jose in The American Family Outing."
Writings by Steve Parelli, MDiv
· The Bible and Homosexuality:  A Power Point Presentation 

· Same-Sex Marriage in New Jersey 

· Paper Presented at 2006 Evangelical Theological Society on Gay Marriage 

· How We Met:  Jose and Steve's Ex-"ex-gay" Story 

· "Ex-Gay" Ministries in Their Own (Sorry) Words 

· A Paper:  An Evaluation of the "Ex-Gay" Movement  (In English and Spanish) 

· Why "Ex-Gay" Therapy Doesn't Work 

· Sermon:  The Lord works Justice for all the Oppressed 

· How James Dobson put a smile on my gay Christian face 

· When Life Became Real for Me:   A look at Touch of Pink and my own spiritual journey

For links to the above writings go to the far right column at Other Sheep Exec Site and then scroll down to "Writings."  The above writings are given with links.

[image: image4.jpg]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.othersheepexecsite.com/sitebuilder/images/_ISSUE-68-cover_1_-342x434.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image5.jpg]The Gay & Lesbian Re'mgg






 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.othersheepexecsite.com/images/images_73_.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image6.jpg]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.othersheepexecsite.com/sitebuilder/images/touch-of-pink-orig_1_-216x319.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image7.jpg]



[image: image11.jpg]


Other Sheep is an ecumenical Christian ministry working for the full inclusion of  LGBT people within their respective faiths worldwide.  

" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . "
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