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Photo by Steve Parelli:  Market in Nairobi, Kenya, July 2007. 

 



	Archbishop of Kenya 'attacks' local pro-LGBT priest, says Nigerian Anglican leader.  Petition of protest to be brought to Archbishop of Canterbury.
  

BY STEVE PARELLI, BRONX, NY  In an email dated January 15, 2008, Davis Mac-Iyalla of Changing Attitude Nigeria, a ministry by Anglicans for the full inclusion of LGBTs within the Anglican Communion, charges the Archbishop of Kenya of "attacking" Rev. Michael Kimindu (photo at right) for his ministry to LGBTs in Nairobi, Kenya.
 

In an email dated December 18, 2007, The Archbishop of Kenya, The Most Rev. Benjamin M. Nzimbi,  instructed Rev. Kimindu to "not perform any leadership duty in St. Luke's Parish" until after meeting with the Archbishop and discussing Rev. Kimindu's involvement with Other Sheep East Africa. 

 

Rev. Kimindu, the priest in question, first met Other Sheep five months ago in Nairobi, Kenya, when Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz, domestic partners and co-laborers for Other Sheep, were conducting faith-based LGBT discussion groups at Black Rose apartments near Ya-Ya Center, Nairobi.

 

It was a few years prior to this meeting with Other Sheep that Rev. Kimindu had already concluded for himself that LGBTs should have full inclusion in the church.   While a Chaplain for the Kenya Armed Forces, Rev. Kimindu published a pro-LGBT paper on Homosexuality and the Armed Forces.   His growing convictions led him to be vocal in the church and were costing him advancement and salary cuts.
 

Steve and Jose, in addition to conducting discussion groups, visited Nairobi churches on Sundays, leaving with the clergy a copy of the book The Children Are Free. It was because of their visit to the Anglican Cathedral and having left a copy of the book with their contact information, that Rev. Kimindu was able to get in touch with Steve and Jose.  From the very beginning Kimindu fully identified with Other Sheep and almost daily ministered among the LGBT community in Nairobi.

 

Rev. Kimindu presently serves as consultant to Other Sheep East Africa, conducts weekly house services for LGBTs, and hosts a monthly PFLAG meeting.

 

Because he has, over the years, openly supported the full inclusion of LGBTs within the church in Kenya, Rev. Kimindu has lacked the regular financial support that is forthcoming from the church to her clergypersons.  To whatever degree his fellow Anglicans and others may be able to assist him financially, he would be grateful.
 

Davis Mac-Iyalla says in his email:  "We will write a petition letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury," and "Changing Attitude Nigeria stands in solidarity with our LGBTI fellows in Kenya.  We strongly support Rev. Michael Kimindu to continue with his leadership ministry to everyone including LGBTI people."

 

Rev. Kimindu is an Associate Member of Other Sheep.  Rev. John Makokha, United Methodist Minister in Kenya, recently joined Rev. Kimindu as a fellow Associate Member of Other Sheep.  Rev. Makokha has also suffered financial setbacks at the hands of his denomination for his public support of LGBTs and is in immediate need of assistance. 
_______________________________________

[image: image2.jpg]



Photo by Steve Parelli:  Nakuru Lake National Park, Kenya 

 

Haki iwe ngao na mlinzi....kila siku tuwe na shukrani 

("Justice be our shield and defender....every day filled with thanksgiving" Lines from Kenya's national anthem)

 

With regards to the political and violent disruption in the past three weeks in Kenya, an Anglican minister from the UK, who recently visited Kenya, forwarded the following writing to me.  Though he does not know anything about the author, he stated the article clearly is representative of what needs to be said.   He asked for it to be forwarded.  So I'm including it here.  An Open Letter To Samuel Kivuitu, Chair of the Electoral Commission of Kenya by Shailja Patel.  The author concludes:  

"As you've probably guessed by now, Mr. Kivuitu, this isn't really a letter to you at all.  This is an attempt to . . . mourn what is too immense to mourn; a clumsy groping for something beyond the word 'heartbreak.' "
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 Steve Parelli, MDiv 

                        Executive Director

                        Other Sheep



Coming to The Riverside Church (New York City)  

Maranatha LGBT  Monthly Forum on    Feb. 17, 2008, 1-3 PM:
 

Davis Mac-Iyalla of Nigeria,
Emmanuel Kamau of Kenya, and 
Jose Ortiz of Other Sheep 
will speak on LGBTs of faith in Nigeria and Kenya.
Co-sponsored by Other Sheep
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Rev. Kimindu, pro-LGBT Anglican priest of Nairobi, Kenya, is an Associate Member with Other Sheep.  Picture taken August 2007, Black Rose Apartments, Nairobi.
 

 

Quick Links 

The Bible and Homosexuality 

View the same powerpoint presentation that was used with small groups in Kenya

 

What is an Associate Member with Other Sheep
 

Meet Rev. Dr. Thomas Hanks
Author, Theologian, Founder of Other Sheep (1992)

 

Nairobi Baptist Church Statement On LGBTs
A response to Other Sheep's 2007 Ministry in Nairobi

 

Integrity of Uganda Calls for Liberty of Conscience
How LGBT Civil Rights and Freedom of Religion should co-exist
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All Saints Cathedral Nairobi, Anglican Church of Kenya, where Steve and Jose of Other Sheep made connections with parties that led to the first time meeting of Rev. Kimindu, July 2007, Nairobi, Kenya.

 


	

	Other Sheep is an ecumenical, Christian ministry working for the full inclusion of LGBTs within their respective faith traditions worldwide. 

 

" . . . connecting people with people and people with resources . . . " 
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