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	Kampala, Uganda:  LGBTs and Allies Publicly Protest Discrimination Against Gays at the 2007 Commonwealth People's Space

Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG), officially invited by the British Council to participate, is bared at the last minute from participating 
See the following (1) report from Julian Pepe (SMUG, Uganda) and (2) five news articles from David Kator (Integrity, Uganda). 
 
Then read the Executive Director's plea:

"Africa calls for your help: 'Send the books!'" 

(1)  The following linked report by Julian Pepe, Co-chairperson of Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG), on the discrimination, security brutality, and the seven hour protest was received by Other Sheep from the SMUG offices, Kampala, Uganda, via email. 
 

CLICK HERE FOR JULIAN'S REPORT 

 

CLICK HERE FOR PHOTOS OF SMUG OFFICES AND PERSONAL
 

(2)  The following news articles (CLICK HERE FOR A DIRECTORY OF THESE ARTICLES) were emailed to Other Sheep from David Kato, Secretary of Integrity Uganda:
Clergy in Uganda condemn pro-gay legislation (Nov. 25, 2007)
 

Gays and clergy clash in Uganda at People's Space (Nov. 23, 2007)
 

Gays, Bishops Clash at CHOGM, Uganda (Nov. 23, 2007)
 

Buturo (ethics minister of Uganda) dismisses People's Forum Advice on Gay Rights (Nov. 23, 2007)
 

Archbishop Lwanga calls on Ugandans to fight homosexuality (October 30, 007)
 

From the desk of the Executive Director, Steve Parelli:  
Africa calls for your help:  'Send the Books!'
  

For the last year and a half, I have personally met and spoken with African LGBT leaders from Nigeria, Cameroon, Kenya, and Uganda.  I've met them in Geneva, Switzerland, New York City, and this past summer in their own countries in East Africa working there for the duration of six weeks.  And I will see them again next spring (2008) in Quebec City when I attend the ILGA (International Lesbian and Gay Association) World Conference.

 

With every meeting I have introduced Jeff Miner and John Tylor Connoley's book The Children Are Free The Children Are Free, a 91 page book that "re-examines the Biblical evidence on same-sex relationships."  Again and again I am told by its readers it is a book that scholarly and simply dispels the anti-gay myths the Christian church has formulated over the centuries by its misuse of the Bible.  It is a book for the lay reader.

 

This summer in East Africa we personally distributed one hundred copies.  I will never forget a Muslim who text messaged us:  "I've just finished the book.  It has changed my life."

 

What makes the reading of this book in Africa so powerful?  It re-examines the Biblical evidence.  African Christians are Bible-driven Christians:  What does the Bible say?  This book meets the LGBT African Christian right where he lives . . . in the pages of the Bible.  That's why this book is so effective in Africa.  It stands up to every Christian pulpit and altar in the land and skillfully defies the abusive use of the Bible against LGBTs.  We currently have standing requests for multiple  copies of this book.

 

What can you do?  This book, The Children Are Free, is being provided by JesusMCC at no cost for its free distribution in Africa right now through the ministry of Other Sheep.  All that is needed are two important resources:  money and volunteers.  We need the money to pay for the shipping.  We need the volunteers 
to prepare the books for shipping, to correspond with the recipients, 
 

to follow the distribution of the books to their destination, 
 

and to explore other ways of distribution such as actually printing the books initially in Africa.  
 

This is a job that an individual could do from her or his home; that an existing church group could take on; or a job around which the formation of an Other Sheep chapter within your area could be organized.

 

If you are interested in helping, contact Steve Parelli at sparelli2002@yahoo.com
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Above Photo: Taken August 2007, Kampala, Uganda (left to right): 

 

Julian Pepe, Co-chairperson of Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG)

 

Larry Misedah, board member Other Sheep East Africa (Nairobi)

 

Jose Ortiz, Coordinator for Africa, Other Sheep (USA)

 

Quick Links
Other Sheep East Africa 

Other Sheep English
Other Sheep Spanish
Other Sheep Argentina
Executive Director
 

Contact Other Sheep
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Above Photo: This past summer (July-August) Steve Parelli, Executive Director of Other Sheep, and Jose Ortiz, Other Sheep Coordinator for Africa, personally distributed 100 copies of the book The Children Are Free in Kenya and Uganda. 

Click here for photos of Steve and Jose with Other 
Sheep in East Africa, July and August 2007.
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Above Photo: "CAN GAYS ALSO BE GOOD CHRISTIANS?"  A local newspaper in Nairobi, Kenya, reports on the call-in questions that Steve Parelli and Jose Ortiz answered while talking live on a local Nairobi morning radio talk show, July 2007.

 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP
 

Start an Other Sheep chapter in your area, or help Other Sheep right from you own computer at your free time.   Become a part of connecting with LGBT Christians world wide, working together toward common goals. 

 

See how you can make a difference. 
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